SACRED   CHRONOLOGY.

How great, indeed, was the general prejudice against such
fanatical enthusiasts, we roar judge from Milton, not long
after, who, though rather a Republican in his political princi-
ples, and no friend to arbitrary power under any existing
government, thus characterizes the Puritans, their successors :

" They bawl for Freedom in their frantic mood,
Yet still revolt when TRUTH would set them free;

Licence they mean, when they cry Liberty !------

For who loves that, must be first wise and good"

Along with this scum of the Reformation, sprung up the
atheistical set of the Libertines, in the Church of Rome, who
flourished chiefly in Italy and France. These equally disre-
garded all religious establishments, as no better than priestcraft,
though they attended the Churches of the Romanists, and the
conventicles of the Reformed, through policy, dissembling their
own opinions, and following the strongest party. Calrin
attacked, with great severity, these " cabinet philosophers,
acting under the papacy," as its secret emissaries, to confound
the Reformation. "These conceited villains" says lie, "who
pay no regard to all these things,public worship, sermons, &c.
plainly shew, by this, that they have not a drop of Christianity
in them*:5

The spawn of these Libertines, or Freethinkers, were the
French Scavans, Voltaire, VAlembert, Diderot, Rousseau,
Condorcet, &c., who, like the frogs in the Apocalypse, xvi. 13,
by their continual croakings against Religion and Government,
produced the tremendous explosion of the French Revolution, in
1793. There is a fanaticism in philosophy, no less than in
Religion, and still more dangerous, as Atheism is worse than
Superstition.

Hence, the Apocalypse, from its abuse, grew into disrepute,
even among the Reformed, from which such licentious and revo-
lutionary practices were ignorantly deduced. Insomuch that
Calvin, w6o :wrote so largely on the Scriptures, omitted the
Book of Revelation, as too mysterious and unintelligible for that
age; while the partizans of the See of Rome artfully decried its

' * See a curious account of the opinions and excesses of the Anabaptists, and of the
Libertines, in Brandos History of the Reformation of the Netherlands, abridged by De
la Roche, Vol. I. 38, 78, 204, &c., and in Jortirfs Life of Erasmus, Vol. I. p. 355, &c.
which affords the most authentic information on these subjects.
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